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PACT Update –July 2003 
Edition No: 78 

Because of summer holidays there will not be a separate August edition of the PACT Update. The 
next edition will be published early in September. 
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Hillfields News 

Swanswell Initiative 
Two full-day meetings of the Swanswell Team were held at St. Peter’s Community Centre during 
June. The team, made up an extensive range of stakeholders in the city, worked with consultants 
Urban Initiatives to develop principles for the future development of this major site which extends 
for 148 acres to the north of the city centre. The next step is a Community Visioning Weekend, 
which is open to the public. Come and have your say on Friday 11th July from 12 noon – 6.00 p.m. 
and Saturday 12th July from 10.00 a.m. till 3.30 p.m. Both days are being held at St. Peter’s 
Community Centre, Charles Street. A public meeting follows the Friday event. This consultation is 
an opportunity for people to have a say in the future of this important part of the city and help 
shape it for the remainder of the century. A leaflet is being distributed with this Update or can be 
downloaded from the Hillfields website at www.hillfields.org.uk/Swanswell/swanswell_leaflet.pdf 

WATCH Ltd.  
In recognition for receiving the Queen’s Golden Jubilee Award for  Voluntary Service to the 
Community, four directors of WATCH have been invited to attend a garden party at Buckingham 
Palace on 15th July. A full report will be given in the next Update. 

Area Co-ordination 
The Area Co-ordination Office hosted an interesting feedback presentation by Vicki Nash, 
formerly of the Institute of Public Policy Research on Making Sense of Community. The session, 
held on Tuesday 10th June at St. Peters Community Centre, was very well attended and a lively 
debate followed the presentation.  
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The first monitor ing repor t on the Hillfields Neighbourhood Plan has been completed and was 
presented to the South Central Area Forum on 25th June. The report can be downloaded from the 
Hillfields Website at www.hillfields.org.uk/Area_Plan/Monitoring_report_April_2003.pdf 

Area Co-ordinator John Payne and WATCH directors Farid Noor and Pat Walsh attended the 
National Regeneration Convention in York at the beginning of July and led a workshop on 
Promoting Positive Images of Priority Neighbourhoods. A report on the workshop is available on 
the Hillfields Website at www.hillfields.org.uk/Picture_News/Nat_regen_convention.htm 

Jobs and Training  
WATCH Ltd. hosted a Job Fair  in celebration of Hillfields Events Week.  The event was held on 
25th June at St Peters Community Centre and attracted over 220 jobseekers who were introduced to 
the local employers and employment agencies exhibiting on the day. Congratulations to Mr Bile 
Addam who won the £20 Argos Voucher in the Job Fair Prize Draw.   

Environment 
The Singer Residents Group, in conjunction with Warwickshire Wildlife Trust, has applied for a 
grant of £16,000 from the Groundwork Trust to complete the East Street Pocket Park. The 
Wildlife Trust and Arts Exchange have organised a week-long outdoor workshop between 25th – 
29th August at the Pocket Park to develop a twelve-foot pebble mosaic. This activity is open to all 
members of the public and is being publicised through local schools and organisations. For more 
information contact Carmelina Lazzara at WATCH on 7655 0563. 

A very successful barbeque was held at the Leigh Street allotments on Friday 4th July. The event 
was organised by clients of the Growth Project with the support of the Asian Mental Health 
Community Nursing Team and Warwickshire Wildlife Trust. The Community Chest and NOF 
SEED programme provided funding. Over 120 clients, staff and their families attended the event, 
which included vegetarian and Halal food. The event was a real success and the organisers were 
very pleased with the way things went.  

The Environment Action Group is continuing its programme of meetings followed by direct 
action. The June meeting included some mosaic work by the group for the East Street Pocket Park. 
For more information contact Carmelina Lazzara at WATCH on 7655 0563. 

Community Safety 
The Government has approved a bid under the Capital Modernisation Fund for security 
improvements along the bottom end of Stoney Stanton Road. A total of £50,000 has been approved 
for the work, which will be undertaken by Community Safety staff and the West Midlands Police. 
An initial meeting has been held with the local traders group and it is planned to integrate the work 
with a more extensive programme that is being undertaken by City Development along main road 
corridors in Coventry. For more information contact Karen Buttle on 7622 5052. 

Neighbourhood Wardens are organising a litter pick in the last week of the school term at 
Southfields and Frederick Bird Schools. The aim is to leave the school grounds tidy for the 
summer. This is part of a national competition organized by Encams and the Neighbourhood 
Warden Unit and the best clean up in the region will win £500.  
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Community Events 
Hillfields Events Week 2003 was a great success. Twelve events were 
held over the week between 21st and 29th June, attracting over 2500 
participants. Fifteen voluntary groups were involved and over 50 
volunteers helped.  A full report on the week is attached to this Update and 
will also be placed on the website. For more information contact Natalie 
Bazeley at the Area Co-ordination Office on 7622 5052. 

 
 
The Gosford Asian Centre celebrated its 10th Anniversary on Monday 30th June. Over sixty 
people attended the event, including Lord Mayor, Cllr Sucha Singh Bains and many other 
councillors, community leaders and supporters. The Centre has ambitious plans to build an 
extension for training purposes. This is moving forward now that planning permission and building 
regulations consents have all been granted. For more information contact Mr Shabbir Usmani on 
7655 5497. 

All jazzed up & nowhere to go?? Why not take a cool cruise along the Coventry canal to the 
strains of the Mercia Dixieland Jazz quartet? Starting at 1p.m., the fully licensed narrowboat 
“Coventrian”  leaves Swan Lane Wharf on Sunday 13th July for a 2-hour return cruise. The 
“Jazztastic Boat trip”  is back by popular demand and costs only £5 per head. Booking is essential 
and please note that we can’ t book groups of more than 4 people. Call the Urban Rangers on 7623 
1306. 

Health 
Our Men’s Healthy Fun Day with the Gosford Asian Centre on Thursday 12th June was not a 
great success. The elderly Asian men who signed up for activities at Foleshill Leisure Centre did 
not turn up on the day and our Health Development Workers are now working with the group to 
address their fears and find an alternative approach that might work in the future. Health 
Development work with elderly Asian men is very difficult and we hope to build a positive 
approach for the future on the basis of the lessons learned from this failure. For more information 
contact Helen Cressey or Rina Sarna on 7663 3461. 

Hillfields Community Hear tstar t Campaign has recently completed fundraising to purchase a 
Community Defibrillator. In the event of someone suffering a heart attack the defibrillator is a 
machine that enables trained users to restart the heart by a small electrical charge. Whitefriars 
Concierge Scheme provide trained staff to offer this lifesaving service and it is available to 
everyone living in Hillfields. If you witness what you think is a heart attack you should ring 999 
first and then call for the defibrillator on 7625 7463. The defibrillator is available 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week, 365 days a year.  There was a press launch at the end of June and a leaflet has 
been printed which will shortly be circulated to every house in Hillfields, with a press out card 
with the number to ring in the event of needing to use the defibrillator.  

 

The Health Action Group, with the help of Arts Exchange and local 
children in Hillfields, has adopted its own logo. The logo will be used 
to promote the group in all its correspondence and other media. The 
group has also produced its own leaflet. Anyone wanting a copy of the 
leaflet or interested in joining the group should contact Helen Cressey 
or Rina Sarna on 7663 3461. Any local group that would like to 
undertake health related activities, should contact Helen or Rina who 
might be able to give advice, support or even help with funding. 
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The Health Action Group has had a busy month with stalls at all the local community events, 
including a Treasure Trail at the Schools Event at Southfields, a quiz on Gala Day and a stall at the 
Older People’s event organised by Age Concern. From August the Health Action Group will be 
holding its meetings on the second Thursday of every month from 10.00 a.m. – 12.00 noon at St. 
Peter’s Community Centre and from October they will be holding quarterly themed meetings 
followed by lunch to encourage more community involvement. For more information contact 
Helen Cressey or Rina Sarna on 7663 3461. 

Osaba Women©s Centre has a number of health related programmes at present. These include 
Walk Aerobics where a multi-cultural group of 10 women meets weekly at the Memorial Park to 
get healthy exercise. Yoga taster sessions are being held in the evenings and have been very 
popular. Positive Lifestyles is targeted at young mothers with meetings and guest speakers every 
week. For more information contact Marcia Jarratt at Osaba on 7622 1816.  

Young People 
The Youth Service is putting on a five-week summer activity programme for young people in 
Hillfields. Called “ Summer Lafta” , the programme is being put on as a collaboration between the 
Youth Service, the Schools Intervention Project and Sidney Stringer CTC. For further details 
contact Viv Brown on 7622 1994.   

There has been a further delay in the refurbishment of Hillfields Young People’s Centre. The 
centre will now stay open until Christmas and building work is scheduled to start in the New Year. 
Tenders are currently being sought for the appointment of an architect to work up the detailed 
plans and to secure planning permission. There is ongoing consultation with the young people at 
the centre about the look and feel of the place. An Expression of Interest has been submitted to 
support an enterprise project to involve young people in a training / employment initiative around 
the café and IT workshop at the centre.  

The second Dr iving Day, organised by WATCH for 5th July, has now been rescheduled. Details 
will be announced once they are confirmed. For more information contact Liz Cotton at WATCH 
on 7655 0564.  

The After  School Group at WATCH has now widened its age range and children between 8 - 10 
year olds are also very welcome to attend. For more information contact Liz Cotton at WATCH on 
7655 0564.  

Visits 
June was another successful month for visitors to the Hillfields website. There were 6122 separate 
visitor sessions during the month and the average stay on the site was nearly 15 minutes. Visit the 
site at www.hillfields.org.uk  

So you think you know about Hillfields! 
What road is described in this paragraph? “…in olden times [ this]  was the highway between 
Coventry and Leicester. It was a rugged but beautiful place in bygone times, so narrow in parts that 
farmers carts almost touched the fences on either side. In other parts there were broad stretches of 
waste land bordering the roadway, the furze and brambles upon which made them a veritable 
paradise in my eyes. Ferns grew in rich profusion in the more sheltered parts.”   
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News from the Wider  PACT Area 

Area Forum 
The South Central Area Forum met at St. Peter’s Community Centre on 25th June. It received a 
report on proposals for the Waste Reduction Unit and the monitoring reports on the Hillfields and 
Charterhouse Neighbourhood Plans. Future meetings will look at the take up of Housing Benefit 
and the possibility of holding an area-wide community conference. Area Forums now meet six 
times a year. The South Central Area Forum is planning to alternative its meetings between 
Thursday afternoons and Wednesday evenings. The next meeting will be held on Thursday 28th 
August at 3.00 p.m. – the venue will be advised nearer the date. 

Char terhouse Neighbourhood 
Plans are well under way for the third Festival on the Fields, which will be held at the 
Charterhouse Fields on Saturday 13th September. The event is being organised by a team of local 
residents and voluntary groups, with support from the Area Co-ordination Office. Activities on the 
day will include stalls, food, and activities for children and families. For more information contact 
Drew Dolman on 7622 5052 or Sylvia Davoll on 7655 1627. 

The first monitoring report for the Char terhouse Neighbourhood Plan has now been published. 
A copy is available from the PACT office. 

The second meeting of the Stakeholders Group for the Char terhouse Fields was held on 3rd July 
with a presentation by Groundwork on the master planning process and a first sketch of people’s 
ideas. Ian George, the Ancient Monument officer of English Heritage, is meeting the group on 24th 
July to discuss what can and can’ t be done in relation to a Scheduled Ancient Monument. There 
will be a consultation about the ideas at the Festival on the Fields event on 13th September.  

Cheylesmore 
Quinton Park Baptist Church and Kings Church in Cheylesmore are organising a Community 
Clean-Up. Work will focus around Quinton Pool and the Baptist Church and Social Club. 
Coventry City Council is providing the equipment. Anyone willing to help should come along on 
Saturday 12th July 2003 - from 9:45 am. - meeting at Quinton Park Baptist Church, Quinton Park/ 
Black Prince Avenue. Refreshments will be provided. Skips and litter picking devices will be in 
the Car Park. All ages are welcome! For more information contact Paul Jamieson, Kings Church 
Coventry Office, c/o Cheylesmore Community Centre, E-mail cleanup@kingschurchcoventry.org 
or phone 07884 431 488/ 024 7650 6383. 

Green waste collections have now started in Cheylesmore. There will be fortnightly kerbside 
collections of green waste from second wheelie bins.  

Whitley 
Revd. Pam Stote was inducted as the new Priest in Charge of St. James’  Church in Abbey Road, 
Whitley on 11th June 2003. The service was well attended by parishioners, local residents and 
Clergy. Pam can be contacted on 7667 6443. 

A traffic calming scheme in Abbey Road has been included in the programme of perceived 
safety schemes to be implemented this financial year at a provisional cost of £22,000. The scheme 
comes about as a result of a petition for road humps by local residents and an accident earlier in the 
year. The Council’ s contractors Babtie will be undertaking the design and consultation on the 
scheme, which will include an edition of Street News delivered to houses in the neighbourhood. 
Further information will be available after the draft design of the scheme has been completed.  
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City Centre 
The triangle of roads that includes Burges, Cross Cheaping, Ironmongers Row, Trinity Street and 
Hales Street is to be designated as an Air  Quality Management Area after it was found that 
levels of Nitrogen Dioxide are above the UK pollution targets. The City Council is currently 
undergoing a period of consultation on this and would appreciate any comments by 31st July 2003. 
For more information contact Dr Samantha Harris, Air Quality Officer, on 7683 1846. 

Unemployment 
The latest unemployment figures for St. Michael’s and Cheylesmore Wards are shown below. 
Neighbourhood data is not being published at present and ward data is regarded as unreliable until 
the new census is published.  

Number  of Claimants *  Unemployment Rate 
%  

2003 2002 2003 2002 
Area 

Apr il March Apr il Apr il March Apr il 
Wards       
 Cheylesmore  234 253 214 3.6 3.9 3.3 
 St. Michael’s 689 706 635 12.2 12.5 11.2 
Regeneration Zone 4,322 4,411 3969 6.2 6.9 6.2 
City of Coventry 6502 6690 5851 5.1 5.2 4.6 

Resources 
The Area Co-ordination Team is still able to support local groups of young people from throughout 
the PACT area with resources under the SRB 5 Block Grant Scheme. For an information pack or 
to discuss a project idea contact Drew Dolman at the Area Co-ordination Office on 7622 5052.  

City Wide News 

Coventry Par tnership 
Coventry Community Plan 2 is being finalised, taking on board comments that were made by a 
range of people in the City as part of the consultation undertaken by the Community Education 
Development Centre. Most of the responses supported the priorities that the Partnership had 
identified and local people are now needed to help to finalise the plan by identifying practical 
actions that need to happen over the next 5 years.  If you know anyone who is interested, contact 
David Galliers on 7653 9149. 

Neighbourhood Renewal Funds for 2004-2006 will be devolved to The Coventry Partnership 
who will make decisions on priorities for the City as a whole.  The Partnership’s nine Theme 
Groups (to become operational over the Summer) will commission services that will meet 
Coventry Community Plan 2 and Government targets.  Those services will need to demonstrate 
how their programmes of work fit with strategic requirements and develop these as mainstream 
programmes in partnership with communities and residents.  There will therefore be no bidding for 
funds. This will be disappointing decision for many existing projects that will have received only 
eighteen months funding and had been hoping that NRF could be used to give them more time to 
succeed. The processes are still being developed, but questions should be directed to David 
Galliers on 7653 9149. 

2001 Census and Neighbourhood Definitions  
The next release of census data is expected in July. This will include key statistics at both Ward 
and Output Area level.  The statistics will take some time to be processed internally, before being 
made more widely available.   Priority Neighbourhoods are being reviewed in 2 stages.  In stage 1 



 
PACT Update Edition 78 Page 7  July 2003 

the Corporate Research & Information Co-ordinating group (CRICO) will translate the new 
Census data into the existing priority neighbourhoods on a “best fit”  basis.  Stage 2 will involve the 
review of the existing neighbourhoods and agreement of any “new”  Priority Neighbourhoods.   

House Pr ices in Coventry 
The table below shows average house prices in the first quarter of 2003 by postcode areas.  These 
are Land Registry agreed sale prices and the average can be distorted by the sale of a number of 
houses in a new development.   

Post 
Code 
CV 

Average 
Pr ice 

£ 

%  Change 
Over  Year  

Times City 
Household 
Earnings* 

Post 
Code CV 

Average 
Pr ice 

£ 

%  Change 
Over Year  

Times City 
Household 
Earnings*  

1:1 N/A N/A N/A 3:6 173,803 28.6 6.83 
1:2 95,180 26.7 3.74 4:7 345,503 79.0 13.58 
1:3 127,278 101.4 5.00 4:8 159,151 8.2 6.25 
1:4 76,018 52.0 2.99 4:9 111,715 13.8 4.39 
1:5 56,556 45.0 2.22 5:6 134,069 27.9 5.27 
2:1 62,969 6.6 2.47 5:7 129,814 35.5 5.10 
2:2 85,628 17.3 3.36 5:8 93,998 19.4 3.69 
2:3 79,998 17.7 3.14 5:9 134,857 40.9 5.30 
2:4 69,634 32.9 2.74 6:1 89,565 15.8 3.52 
2:5 94.820 34.9 3.73 6:2 94,572 5.9 3.72 
3:1 65.943 10.2 2.59 6:3 80,378 6.6 3.16 
3:2 126,604 24.2 4.97 6:4 75,917 18.1 2.98 
3:3 61,442 9.6 2.41 6:5 56,746 29.8 2.23 
3:4 64,689 34.1 2.54 6:6 83,582 9.0 3.28 
3:5 122,372 33.6 4.81 6:7 66,616 32.9 2.62 

 
*Average Coventry Household earnings in 2003 are £25,450, up some 10% on 2002.  Source 
CACI 2003. 

Community Safety 
The “ Taking a stand awards”  have been announced. Awards are available for individuals or local 
groups or projects that have done something about antisocial behaviour. Up to 30 awards of £1000 
are available plus the top award of £5000. The scheme is sponsored by the Home Office, 
Cooperative Society, Crime Concern and the National Neighbourhood Watch Association. 
Nominations must be received by 13th September. In addition to this, Marks and Spencer is 
promoting the British Community Safety Awards. This is a separate award scheme that is open to 
entries from all sectors involved in community safety and crime reduction. Five outstanding prizes 
of £1500 or £1000 cash will be made and one overall winner will go forward to the Home Office 
for the opportunity to represent the UK in the European Crime Awards. The closing date is 25th 
July. Send your entries to Amy Reeves, Crime Concern, Beaver House 147-150 Victoria Road, 
Swindon, SN1 3UY or telephone 01793 863 518 for more information. 

Coventry in Bloom 
City Services’  “ Safer , Cleaner , Greener”  campaign has made a big impact on our streets with 
the appearance of a multitude “ flowerful”  planters and lamppost baskets.  Sponsors are being 
sought to help develop the campaign towards a Britain in Bloom bid in 2004.  For further 
information contact Kelsey Hanson on 07813 820102 or via e-mail on 
Kelsey.hanson@coventry.gov.uk 
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Welcomes, Congratulations and Goodbyes 
Welcome to Char les Mar tin (Fred) who joined WATCH Ltd on 2nd June on a 3-month temporary 
contract. Fred is a graphics designer and will be involved in producing marketing material and 
literature for WATCH.   

Planning Applications 
The following are some of the key planning applications in Hillfields, Charterhouse and 
Cheylesmore Ward received over the past month. It is not a comprehensive list. Weekly lists of all 
planning applications in Coventry can now be downloaded from the City Council’s website at: 

www.coventry.gov.uk/cocoon/services/environment/planning_control/planning_applications/plann
ing_applications_received.xml All planning applications can be inspected in the reception of the 
Tower Block, Much Park Street, during normal office hours.  

·  DEMN/50904 (Demolition consent) Pearl Hyde House and Phoenix House Queen Street. 
Mechanical demolition of Pearl Hyde House and Phoenix House 

·  HSC/37032/D: Travel Coventry, Coventry Bus Garage, 2 Ford Street. Installation of three sixty 
cubic metre vertical steel tanks to store a maximum of 155 tonnes of diesel and construction of 
rectangular steel containment bund.  

·  TELO/50917:Land at East Midlands Electricity, Humber Road. Proposed installation of 
telecommunication equipment at East Midlands Electricity.   

·  21519/N: Hampton Hall, 157 Warwick Road, Coventry, CV3 6AU: Change of use of ground 
floor and basement to form restaurant and ground floor side extension 

·  CA/50936: Rear of 128-129 Far Gosford Street, Coventry: Conservation Area Consent; 
Proposed demolition of derelict shell of former warehouse/factory unit. 
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Meetings in the remainder  of July 2003 
� Thursday 10th  2.00 p.m. St. Peter’s Community Centre Health Action Group 
�  Monday 14th  7.00 p.m. St Peter’s Community Centre, Police Liaison Committee 

Meetings in August 2003 
� Thursday 7th  12.00 noon Area Co-ordination Centre Environment Action Group – 

followed by direct action in the 
area. 

�  Monday 11th  7.00 p.m. St Peter’s Community Centre, Police Liaison Committee 
� Thursday 14th  10.00 a.m. St. Peter’s Community Centre Health Action Group 
�  Thursday 28th  3.00 p.m. tba South Central Area Forum 
 

These meetings are open to anyone to attend. You can get more information by telephoning the 
Area Co-ordination Office on 024 7622 5052.  

Published: 9th July 2003 
 
Phoenix Area Co-ordination Team  
Hillfields Co-ordination Centre 
31 Primrose Hill Street 
Hillfields 
Coventry  Telephone 024 7622 5052 
CV1 5LY      Fax 024 7622 4893 
 
Internal Address: AC Hillfields 
E mail: John.Payne@coventry.gov.uk 
Websites: www.hillfields.org.uk; www.areaco.org.uk/Phoenix 
 
Because of summer holidays the next edition of the PACT Update will be published early in 
September. 
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So you think you know about Hillfields – the answer ! 
This is part of a description of Harnall Lane by Mr. Joseph Gutteridge quoted in the History of 
Hillfields and St. Peter’s Church. This year Hillfields is celebrating 175 years since its foundation 
in 1828. There is more about the history of Hillfields on the Hillfields website 
www.hillfields.org.uk/History  

[If you like our monthly history Quiz about Hillfields, you can look at all of the questions on the 
Hillfields website at www.hillfields.org.uk/History/quiz/] 

This Update is partly funded by the European Union European Regional 
Development Fund through the Hillfields Marketing Project 


