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Hill fieldsin Europe

Government Office for the West Midlands has now agreed to increase the size of the Objective 2
Programme for Hillfields from the £1.9 million pgreviously approved to £46 million, the amourt
originally requested. A total of 56 Expressions of Interest have been submitted to the Hillfields
Partnership Board, amourting to over £10 million. These have been appraised and the Board met
on 8" April to decide which organisations are to be invited to progress to the second stage of
projed development. The process for recruiting a Programme Manager has now started. All
infformation abou the programme is posted on the Hillfields website at
www.hillfields.org.uk/Objective 2.

WATCH Ltd.

WATCH held its AGM on Thursday 20" March at St. Peters Community Centre. John McGuigan,
City Development Diredor, was the guest of honou and gave apresentation onthe vision for the
Swanswell initiative. WATCH has made amendments to its constitution to improve its efficiency
and to pave the way to applying for charitable status.

Jobsand Training

The WATCH Employment Team successfully hosted a Women’s Jobs and Training Fair at St
Peters community centre on 12" March, as part of Women©s Week. The event attradted 40 local
women who were introduced to employment and training oppatunities. Congratulations to
Savana Alkaisi who won the £15 Argos Voucher in the Prizedraw. The WATCH Employment
Team is continuing to develop partnerships with local organisations and employers. In March the
team assisted 51 people into employment and 14 into various training oppotunities. WATCH
would like to welcome Roohudlah Roohany, who is working on a part time voluntary basis.
Roohulah speaks several languages and is available between 10am-12pm Monday to Friday until
further notice. He will be asdsting the Employment Advisers and WATCH jobseekers with
employment matters. For further information, please cmntact GinaBansi at WATCH on 7655 0564

CBED (Community Based Econamic Development) held a very successul Event for residents on
Wednesday 26" March 2003 at the Howitzer Club. The event looked a what Community
Enterprise means, how it can help individuals and haw it can help the area. A video made by a
group of Refugees was shown and there were fun exercises to explore what aready exists in the
areaand what people you like to see in the aea. For more information contact Preet or Ellie at
WATCH on 7655 058.

Call the Shots, a filmmakers' group based in Coventry, are runnng a scheme to make two 90
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secondfilms, and they're off ering people a tianceto learn how to make afilm by getting involved
in making one themselves. Following the success of the scheme last year, they are running it again
over the next few months, offering free training in production and technical skills for thase who
take part.

Ninety seconds is a perfect length in which to practise filmmaking skill's, because it can be shot in
a singe day and aso because the length forces you to tell an efficient story withou diversions.
Call the Shats will be shoding two films over the weekend o May 31% and June 1%, and people
who get involved will have the oppatunity to work at a diff erent job each day so they can gain the
maximum experience. There will be training sessions before the shoot on subjects such as
Production, Camera/Lighting and Sound Reaording. Applicants will need to be over the age of 18,
and be @le to attend a meding at the Depot Studios at 6:30pm on Wednesday the 16™ of April.
The whale scheme is free to members of Call the Shots - membership costs £10 a yea for waged
persons, and £5 a year for concessions.

This is probably the best oppartunity youll ever have to get a head start in filmmaking- on-the-job
training and the chance to see how it really works. And orce it's dl over, youll have the
experience you need to start making films of your own. For further information contad Paul Hardy
(Production Co-ordinator) at the Depot Studios, Bond Street, Coventry CV1 4AH or telephore
07986 468072 r0E mail paulh1001@yahoo.co.uk

Environment

Children from Primary Schods in Hillfields got together to tidy up and litter-pick the Leigh Street
alotment area and East Street pocket park in Hillfields as part of Environment Week. More than
20 children between the ages of five and ten gave up their time dter schod to tidy up these aress.
Children are often more environmentally aware than adults and the two locd primary schods
jumped at the chance to get involved. Together they have anassed a mini workforce of children to
clean and tidy the 2 sites. The children litter picked the whole area which many of them know as it
is it right next to their schod. Warwickshire Wildlife Trust Community officer Carmelina Lazzara
said, ‘The dildren worked redly hard and showed real enthusiasm abou keeping their local
community clean and tidy.'

During Environment Week the Environmental Action Group and local residents also undertook a
tidy-up aroundthe village square. This “direct adion approach” is a new way of working for the
Environment Action Group. At their next meeting they are planning to have a short meeting
followed by awalkabout aroundthe aeato identify sites where they might be aleto help. Anyone
with an idea of where the group can give practical help shoud contact Carmelina at WATCH on
7655 0563

On Saturday 5™ April some of the Singer Residents Group, aided by Warwickshire Wildlife
Trust, cut down another of the shrub beds in Colchester Street as part of Environment Week. Local
resident Bill Beveridge writes “In recent years the shrub-beds have become litter-traps and are seen
by members of the community as potential hiding places for muggers. WWT provided herbs and
flowers, compost and todls and with some six or seven locals and three kids from the street we set
to with enthusiasm to cut down the aging shrubs. The root clumps provided some resistance but
eventually we managed to clear the patch, compost it, plant out the herbs and flowers and water the
whole bed. Passers by commented on the smell of rosemary and lavender. All in it was a
succesgul day. We hope to repeat the processin the near future and add to it by having hanging
baskets and kird feeders put upin the aea.”

Community Safety

The joint initiative on un-taxed cars which was due to be held on 17" March hed to be scaled
back as the DVLA did nad turn up A number of cars were removed bu the planned large-scale

PACT Update Edition /5 Page 2 April 2003



exercise was not possible. A date is now being fixed to do the exercise ajain. Next time it is
planned to bring a ca crusher into the aeato gve alded impact to the initiative.

As reported in the Coventry Evening Telegraph there has been a major drugs initiative “ Operation
Maytime” taking dace in the city which has led to a large number of arrests, including many in
Hillfields.

The AGM of the Police Liaison Committee will take place on 14" April a 7.00 pm. at . Peter's
Community Centre. The Police Liaison Committee is an open public forum and everyone
interested in crime, palicing and safety in the aeais encouraged to attend.

Community Events

A very successful Hillfields Family Fun Day was held on Saturday 22'® March at St. Peter's
Community Centre. Over a hunded people dtended the event and participated in activities
including art activities, children's dory telling, face painting, Wolly the Clown, information stalls,
Hillfields mohile library, relaxation sessons and much more. There was aso free food tasting and
Free Trade refreshments. The event was reported in the Evening Telegraph and there ae some
phaos on the Hillfields website. For more information contact Natalie Bazdey at the Area Co-
ordination Office.

One of the stals at the Hillfiedlds Family Fun Day was occupied by the Heaventree Press
described as a radical new pulishing group based in the city. The group would welcome people
sending their work to be included in Avocado their magazine of new writing. The group will be
putting on a workshop at an event in Hillfields on 2% June & part of Events Week. For more
information contact Jon Morley, Flat 16, Singer Hal or phone 07833 1®277 o e mail:
avodado_magazine@hotmail .com

Planning has aready started for this year's Hillfields Events Week. This will run from Saturday
21% June to Saturday 28". Events © far committed include a schods based hedth event on
Saturday 21% June, at Southfields Schod, an Older People's Tea party on Wednesday 25" at City
Farm and an dder people's information event on a different day. Gala day will be on the last
Saturday (28"). The Events Planning Group is hading a $hands-orP fun activity planning cay on
Wednesday 16™ April a Unity House. Come along to that meeting with your ideas for Events
Week or contact JessicaPinson at the AreaCo-ordination Office.

Health

The training of Whitefriars Staff in the use of the Community Defibrillator has been completed.
A pulic launch is being danned for the near future and a leaflet will be sent to every house in
Hillfields. For more information contad Natalie Bazeley at the Area Co-ordination Office.

The Primary Care Trust has given each of its diredors a Hedth Action Areato relate to. We ae
very pleased to learn that John Mason hes agreed to work with the Hillfields area.

Fundraising Events

Hillfields based charity, Broad View Care is organising a pulic challenge fundraising event which
promises to be lots of fun and a great way to support two Coventry based charities. 8Sent to
Coventry® will see teams of four people return to Coventry from a secret destination (abou 100
mil es) without spending any money. The event will be held on Saturday 7 June and will support
the work of Broad View Care and The Asociationfor Brain Damaged Children & Young Adults.
Obvioudly this event provides a unique way to improve team building and camaraderie between
participants and they will certainly enjoy the welcome home party. Prizes will also be awarded in
various categories. For more information contad Mick McCann at Broad View Care on 0247622
5267 ¢ E mail info@broadviewcare.org or you can download further information from the
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Hillfields website & www.hillfields.org.uk/Facts/Fund raising.htm

Age Concemn in Hill fields

With help from NRF fundng Age Concern - Coventry have now set up the ‘Older People's
Support Scheme' based within the Area Co-Ordination Centre. The aim of the scheme is to dffer
friendly advice and information for older people within the Hillfields area and signpast them to
relevant service providers who can asgst them. Hopefully with help from people in the mommunity
the scheme will reach isolated and vulnerable older people so they can be linked with athers and
improve their quality of life. The office is open three mornings each week (Mondays, Thursdays
and Fridays) so people can just drop in for advice on Crime Prevention, Benefit checks, energy
efficiency, education, befriending and lots more. If you are unable to come into the office then Age
Concern can visit you in your own hame at your convenience, just call Michelle or Nikki on 024
7655 9887 If people ae active and have some spare time then Age Concen also have many
Volunteering Oppartunities and recognise that older people have many skills to offer. Contact
Michelle or Nikki onthe @ove number or pop into the office during our opening times.

Visits
March was another record month for visitors to the Hillfields website. There were 6071 separate

visitor sesgons during the month and the average stay on the site was over 15 minutes. Visit the
site & www.hillfields.org.uk

Warwickshire Wildlife Trust hosted a conference for UK Wildlife Trusts at Warwick University
on 28" March. A group d participants visited Hillfields to look at the work of the Patchwork
Project and the ongoing Intervention Project. Area Co-ordinator, John Payne, and WWT Project
Worker, Carmelina Lazzara, hosted the visit which included awalkabout in the flats.

So you think you know about Hill fields!
Before the War how many chemists were there in Hillfields?

News from the Wider PACT Area

Community Conference

A community conference for local groups in St. Michael's Ward took place on Saturday 28™
March at St. Peter's Community Centre. Abou ten local groups attended the conference and hed a
presentation by Lawrence Tenants the Chief Executive of the Coventry Primary Care Trust.

Whitley

There is a ‘walk around Whitley' being organised by some of the residents on Sunday 13™ April.
The groupwill meet at Safeway's carpark, off London Road at 2pm. All are welcometo join.

Charterhouse

St. Anne and All Saint's Church has pulished a new edition o “ Street Talk”, its community
newsletter. The newsletter includes information about what is going onin the Charterhouse aeg
and volunteering oppatunities. Contact Sylvia Davoll on 7655 1627f you would like acopy.

Work has been completed on the new garden area a St. Anne and All Saints Church.
Undertaken by Groundwvork, the project includes a pleasant sitting out area, a play fadlity for
children and a barbeque aea @ well as improved access to the Community Hall. The official
opening takes place on Friday 11" April .

PACT Update Edition /5 Page 4 April 2003




A stakeholders meding hes been arranged to move forward the plans for the Charterhouse Fields.
The meeting will take place on 9" April and will be the first step in developing the master plan for
the Fields. Contact Drubh Dolman at the Area Co-ordination Office if you would like to get
involved.

Area Forum

The South Central Area Forum met on Friday 21% March at Cheylesmore Community Centre.
The meeting received a report on primary health care proposals for Hillfields and Cheylesmore and
updates on reighbourhood panning adivity in the priority neighbourhoods. Rod King, Chair of the
Whitley Residents Group, gave a presentation on the history of Whitley Community Centre and
the grougs vision for future community provisionin the neighbourhood

Unemployment

The latest ward unemployment figures for the PACT area are shown below. The Research and
Strategy Team has stopped publishing neighbouhoad unemployment data because of its
unreliability (as baseline population levels are still based on the 1991 census). The team will re-
start the puldication d this data following the publication of small area Census statistics.

Number of Claimants ’ Unemplc(%ment Rate
Area 2003 2002 2002 2003 2002 2002
Jan. Dec Jan. Jan. Dec Jan.
Wards
Cheylesmore 234 195 198 36 3.0 30
. Michadl's 691 662 708 12.2 11.7 125
Citty of Coventry 6,665 | 6,146 | 6,072 52 4.8 4.8

The Early Years Network held its quarterly meeting at St. Anne and All Saints Church on 10"
March. The meding discussed current childcare initiatives in the aea and was briefed on the plans
for the Hillfields Flats.

Focus on Cheylesmore Community Centre
Edited from information provided by Paul Jamieson

Around75 people work at Cheylesmore Community Centre on a part-time, full-time or voluntary
basis. In 2001 the Community Centre was nearly closed and re-located to Howes shod, but local
residents and user groups strongly oppased this.

Fundraising

Compared to such areas such as Hillfields and Foleshill it is very hard for Cheylesmore to oltain
fundng, even though some of local househalds have fairly low household incomes and perts of the
areaneed improvement. The targeted partnership working of Area Co-ordination is focused onthe
most disadvantaged areas of Coventry, and Cheylesmore isn't one. Paul feels that this needs to
change and each part of our communities measured by the ‘felt' needs and the ‘seen’ needs. In his
opinion some of the smaller neighbourhoads within Cheylesmore ward shoud be priority areas,
and in time he hopes that the balance will be addressed.

As a result folks from Kings Church and ahers on the Management Committee have been
organising fundraising events. Kings Church also have someone who is applying and looking for
fundng to redevelop the building internally.

The next Fundraising Day is on Friday 9" May 2003 They have an all-day fundraising event,
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which will help towards the internal re-development at Cheylesmore Community Centre. At 12.30
p.m. will be amea which will be £3. At 7.00 — 11.00 pm. there will be amusic fundaising
event with locd poprock/funk bkands playing mostly origina material, but adso a few
covers. Tickets will be £5; refreshments will be sold at the event. The music will feature
impressive video and lighting dsplays.

CITB Partnership Centre

The Construction Curriculum Centre is based within the community centre. It is mainly funded by
Coventry Education Service and is part funded by the CITB (Construction Industry Training
Board). Therefore, all the work caried out has a cnstruction / built environment emphasis but
importantly, complements the nationa curriculum. Pupils / students from 4 yeas old to 16/ 17
year olds attend between a 2 hou to upto 20 weeks of 2 hou sessions. Within the community
centre we use 4 four workshops and have a good relationship with the staff there. Modues covered
include traditional skills such as painting / decorating, bricklaying, plumbing, benchwork, glazng,
tiling for older students and Tudas, Victorians, Types and Uses of Construction Materials and
Colour for yourger pupls. The centre is managed bylead dfficer, Graham Russll, with suppat
from Dave Broomfield and Paul Townsend (education liaison dficers) and Alan Osborne and lan
Mapes (Driver / handymen). Transport to and from the eentre is provided and included in the cost
of the sessons.

Over 9000 pujls / students visit the centre e@h academic year with accompanying teachers,
educdional assistants or parents. Modues include an industria link so we are very grateful to the
suppat of Benfield Homes, Hall Bros, Persimmon Homes, Wickes, Homebase, B& Q and many
others. Our work is overseen by a steering committee which includes Clive Benfield, Bob Hall,
Alan Kay (Head of construction, City College Coventry), Mike Wainwright and Julian Humphries
from the CITB. Our outreach work includes exhibitions and presentations at schools, workshops
and exhibitions at Coventry and Birmingham Universities and the annual Godiva Festival. We do
our best to promote the work of our students and regularly appear in local and construction themed
press.

Kings Church Coventry (Office and L ounge)

Kings Church Coventry has been based at the centre since October 1987, and became acharity in
July 1996 We ae alively younggroup d believers who seek to buld church the way Jesus early
followers did. We are blessed with a large number of talented musicians and worship leaders, who
on a Sunday morning, help us expressworship through contemporary music. We have an emphasis
on local community projects and misson. We dam to be visible in the aea both practically and
spiritually. The church comprises mainly of students, singles and young couples in their twenties
and thirties. There ae dso and afew families with children and a handful of older people.

Other Uses at the Community Centre

Other Uses at the Community Centre include Cheylesmore Pre-Schod (two rooms with on suite
toilets), a Courcil based Youth Club, Cheylesmore Housing Office, Learning through Adventure
(which includes a Midi Climbing Club, Junior Climbing Club and Archery), Climbing Wall - open
climbing for adults, Children’'s Club, Over 50's Club and Bingo.

Adult Education classes at the centre include IT Classs, Active Learning, Catering, Line
Dancing, French, Greek, ESOL, Art, Keep Fit, Beginners Guitar, Advanced Guitar, Creche, Basic
Skills, Cycling Club.

Other Groups that use the facilities include a Badminton Group Coventry Festival Band, Jill
Freeman Schod of Dance Labou Party, Conservative Party Surgery, Irish Dancing, Gym Club,
Cheylesmore Cycling Club, Weigh watchers, Gujarati Class, Punjabi Class and locd bands
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connected to Kings Church.

For more information about Cheylesmore Community Centre, please contact Harry Hartley, chair,
at the community centre on 760 2226

City Wide News

Listening to Young People. Coventry Youth Service and Coventry Connexions are holding a
conference for young people in May to provide oppatunities to share views and hav to become
involved in the Coventry Community Plan. Contad Jackie Rutherford 7651 1228 for further
details.

Modernisation and Improvement Plan (MIP). The plan has been approved by the Courcil
subject and it will be submitted to Office of the Deputy Prime Minister by 10" April. Copies will
be circulated to area offices in the near future. All City Courcil Service Plans will identify actions
relevant to the MIP

Coventry Employment and Community Economic Development are holding a Celebration o

Achievement® event on Friday 16" May at St Peter's Community Church Centre, Charles S,

Hillfields. Speakers and presentations from 9.30 am. to 1200 noa followed by displays and
informal discussion 100 p.m. to 330 pm. For further information contact Linda Cross on 7683
1367.

Emerge — Coventry Arts & Heritage's newsletter abou arts and credive industries in Coventry
has been re-vamped and issue 12 (April/May 2003 has just been released. For a @py contact
7683 2310

Coventry Voluntary Service Council are launching their new @Dr op In° service on Wednesday
30" April a their office on the 6™ Floor, Coventry Point, Market Way. Their extended premises
will make it easier for members to accessfacilities and resources. For further information phae
7622 0381

Coventry & Nuneaton Regeneration Zone: The Regeneration Team have areed lead roles in
relation to Zone Action Plan Themes and links to Coventry's Area Co-ordination areas. Vicki
Poppewell will be linking with the Phoenix area.

The West Midlands Police have anew telephore number. From 1% May this will be the only non
emergency switchboard number that can be used to contact the Police. The number is 0845 113
5000

Welcomes, Congratulations and Goodbyes

We are very disappanted to hear that Penny Walker is planning to leave Coventry Refugee
Centre to concentrate more on the Peace House in Stoney Stanton Road. Penny hes been the public
face of the voluntary sector response to the problems faced by new Asylum Seekers arriving in
Coventry. She has been the leading light in the development of the Refugee Centre and hes
overseen its growth from a small band o volunteers to a major voluntary organisation employing
numerous staff and over sixty volunteers. Our best wishes go with Penny and we hope to see her in
other work in Hillfields over the forthcoming months.

We were also dsappointed to lean of the departure of Ric Allison the Commercial Manager at
Coventry City Football Club. Ric was very suppative of our work in Hillfields and also provided
the inspiration and leadership for the creation of the Playing for Success Partnership Centre at the
Football Ground. We send hm our best wishes for the future.

Davina Harrison, the Committee Clerk suppating the South Central Area Forum has left the dty
to find a job rearer her home in Lincolnshire. We send her our thanks and bkest wishes for the
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future.

Welcome to John Mason (a director of the Primary Care Trust) and Vicki Poppelwell from the
Regeneration Zone who have both been designated to work with the community in the PACT area
(see above).

WATCH would like to welcome Roohullah Roohany, who is working on a part time voluntary
basis asgsting clients at the WATCH Centre.

Planning Applications

The following are some of the key planning applications in Hillfields, Charterhouse and
Cheylesmore Ward received over the past month. It is not a cmmprehensive list. Anyone wanting to
be put on the mailing list to receive weekly details of all planning applications shoud contact Chris
Dowell, in City Development on 76832018. All planning applications can be inspeded in the
reception d the Tower Block, Much Park Street, during normal office hous.

49776A: Land To West Of St. Georges Road; Demolition d existing buildings and residential
redevelopment including new access road and traffic calming to St. Georges Road.

31508F; Coventry City Farm 1 Clarence Street; Replacement training and education centre
(renewal of permisson number 31505E).

24909F: 9 Riverside Close: Change of use of existing living room to treatment room in
asciation with existing physiotherapy pradice @& No. 9 Riverside Close and formation d
separate living accommodation at groundand first floor.

50708 Swanswell Podl: Stoney Stanton Road Proposed erection d dovecote on tarmac hard
standing with metal bow top fencing.

There has been adelay in reporting the delegated planning decisions made over recent months. The
following list includes decisions made on key applications snce December 2002

456F; 70 — 72 David Road. Demolition d existing church hall and erection of a building for
the accommodation of 16 students. Approved subject to conditions.

42611A; 23 Nichdls Stred. Change of use of existing shop and store (use dass Al) to single
dwelling house and external alterations. Approved with conditions.

10761U: 40, 41, 42 Far Gosford Street. Demolition d part of derelict shop (no 41 and
implementation of temporary measures to secure remaining structure. Erection d two-storey
extension to No. 42, new car park, widening access, retention o boundxry wall and railings
and erection of new entry gates and insertion of new windows at 1% floor level in No. 42.
Approved with condtions.

49968 61 — 63 Far Gosford Street. Erection d three-storey rear extension, to form 5 no. flats,
offices on goundfloor and extension to existing shop. Approved with condtions.

50316 Mercia Tyres Ltd. 50 Gulson Road. Demolition d existing building and erection o
new single storey building to provide 4 no. tyre exhaust fittings bays (use class B2) to existing
tyre and exhaust fitting centre. Approved with condtions.

50525 Land to the north of Sparkbrook Street at junction with Payne's Lane. Change of use
from industrial premises to church community centre, extension to create hospitality foyer,
elevational alterations and formation of play area. Refused.
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Meetingsin the remainder of April 2003

u Thursday 10"  2.00 pm.
u Saturday 12" 10.00 am.
u Monday 14" 2.00 pm.
u Monday 14" 7.00 pm.

u Wednesday 16" 5.00 pm.

Meetingsin May 2003

u Thursday 1% 12.00 noon
u Thursday 8" 2.00 pm.

u Mondgay 12" 2.00 pm.

u Monday 12" 5.00 pm.

u Monday 12" 7.00 pm.

u Wednesday 21% 11.00am.

St. Peter's Community Centre
Courril House

St Peter's Community Centre,
St Peter's Community Centre,
Unity House

Area Co-ordination Centre

St. Peter's Community Centre
St Peter's Community Centre
Area Co-ordination Centre
St Peter's Community Centre,
Area Co-ordination Centre,

Health Action Group

Courcil Open Day

Jobs and Training Action Group
Police Liaison Committee AGM
Events Planning Group specia
meding

Environment Action Group+
followed by walkabou of the aea.
Health Action Group

Asylum Seekers Planning Group
Events Planning Group

Police Liaison Committee
Community Safety Action Group

These meetings are open to anyone to attend. You can get more information by telephaning the
Area Co-ordination Office on 024 7622 5052

Published: 9" April 2003

Phoenix Area Co-ordination Team

Hillfields Co-ordination Centre
31 Primrose Hill Street

Hillfields
Coventry
Cvlhay

Internal Address AC Hillfields
E mail: John.Payne@coventry.gov.uk

Telephore 024 7622 582
Fax 024 7622 4893

Websites: www.hillfields.org.uk; www.areaco.org.uk/Phoenix

Please help to keep this Updat e usef ul by sending us inf ormation to share about what
is going on in St. Michael’'s and Cheylesmore wards. Let us have your news before the
end of the month for inclusion in the next edition. Thanks

So you think you know about Hill fields —the answer!

According to Tom Mason there were four chemists in Hillfields. There was Rainbow's in Victoria
Street, Brown's, at the arner of Castle Stred and Cross Street, Boots near the Co-op and
Douthwaites, in King William Street. Tom describes trying to buy the ingredients to make
gunpowder from one of these shops + withou success. There ae many interesting personal stories
about Hillfields on a new page on the Hillfields website called 3n their own words®. Many of the
stories have been supgied by the Hillfields History Group which meets on the second Thursday of
each month from 12.30+ 2.30 pm. at Unity House.
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